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clearly identified Federal candidate, is
a campaign ad and would come under
campaign finance laws not just 60 days
to an election, but 365.

Mr. Speaker, the bottom line is we
seek to call these sham issue ads what
they are: Campaign ads. One of the sig-
nificant side effects of that is that by
doing so, we prevent both corporate
and union money being utilized in
these advertisements. Right now, it is
the law that corporate money and
union dues money cannot be used in
campaign ads.

The third thing we seek to do is to
improve the Federal Elections Com-
mission’s disclosure and enforcement.
We provide for disclosure on the Inter-
net electronically, and that within 20
days to an election, contributions and
expenditures of $1,000 or more must be
disclosed every 24 hours.

We have other miscellaneous aspects
to the bill. We ban ussolicited franked
mass mail 6 months to an election, and
we make sure that foreign money is il-
legal, and that fund-raising on govern-
ment property is illegal. The reason
why it has not been illegal today is
that soft money is not viewed as cam-
paign money and, therefore, it does not
come under the campaign law.

The bottom line is: we ban soft
money, the unlimited sums from indi-
viduals, corporations, labor unions and
other interest groups; we recognize the
sham issue ads for what they truly are,
campaign ads; and, we improve FEC
disclosure and enforcement.

We have debated this bill for a long
time. This is not a new piece of legisla-
tion that is coming to the floor of the
House. We were promised a vote last
year, but did not receive it, in Feb-
ruary or March. We were then finally
promised a vote, and under what is
clearly a very open and frankly fair
process, we were allowed 60 amend-
ments to our bill. Some of those were
gutting amendments, and some of
those were ‘‘siren call’’ amendments
that one would want to vote for, but
then it broke apart a coalition.

Fortunately, we have repelled every
one of these amendments. Now the
question is will we pass Meehan-Shays
legislation; will it become Queen of the
Hill in competition of the other sub-
stitutes that will follow this week?
Will, at the end, when it becomes and if
it becomes the Queen of the Hill legis-
lation, will it be sent to the Senate?

Mr. Speaker, I hope and pray we will
do our job and send this bill to the Sen-
ate. We can begin that process by vot-
ing for it tonight.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 12 p.m.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 53
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 12 p.m.

b 1200

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House

was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska) at
12 noon.

f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Reverend James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We are thankful, O God, for all Your
blessings so freely given to us and to
all people. We know that these gifts are
as high and as deep and as wide as Your
mercy and as abundant as Your grace.
You have blessed us in ways that are
more than our deserving and greater
than our ability to grasp. And so we
pray, O gracious God, that as we are
thankful for what You have done for us
in the past, we will continue to appre-
ciate Your goodness to us in all the
days to come.

In Your name, we pray. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PALLONE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

PRESIDENT VETOES BILL ALLOW-
ING TAX-FREE EDUCATION SAV-
INGS ACCOUNTS
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, H.G.
Wells once said, ‘‘Human history be-
comes more and more a race between
education and catastrophe.’’

Well, two weeks ago special interests,
liberals, and the President gave in to
catastrophe, putting our children’s
education, their future, and this Na-
tion at risk.

On July 21 of this year, the President
dashed the hopes of millions of Ameri-
cans, the parents of millions of chil-
dren, by vetoing a bill that would have
allowed parents to set up tax-free edu-
cation savings accounts.

It is truly a shame that giving par-
ents more of an opportunity to save for
their children’s education is now a par-
tisan issue.

This unfortunate veto reminds me of
a saying from one of my high school
Latin classes: ‘‘Via ovicipitum dura

est.’’ For you rocket scientists out
there who never took Latin, ‘‘the way
of the egghead is hard.’’

The President is now on record as
thinking that parents who save for
their children’s education are doing a
disservice to them. This is truly a ri-
diculous notion.

Let us support our children. Let us
support their future. I urge all my col-
leagues not to let catastrophe win but
to override the President’s veto on edu-
cation savings.

f

SUPPORT DEMOCRATS’ PATIENTS
BILL OF RIGHTS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican leadership has succeeded in
steam rolling its HMO bill through the
House, and patients should beware.

The Republican bill is far worse than
current law and riddled with loopholes.
When you compare it to the Demo-
crats’ Patients Bill of Rights, you find
there is no comparison at all.

I just want to mention one negative
aspect, just one negative aspect, of the
Republican bill. It does not guarantee
them access to a specialist. Under the
Democratic bill, if they had cancer
they could go directly to an oncologist.
Under the Republican plan, they would
still have to go see their primary care
physician for a referral and there is no
guarantee that they would get to see a
specialist if they need one.

Under the Republican bill, if they
need to see a specialist outside of their
HMO network and their HMO says no,
they are out of luck.

The Democrats’ Patients Bill of
Rights ensures that they will be able to
go outside of their network at no cost
to them if they need to see a specialist
that their HMO does not have.

Mr. Speaker, the President has said
that he will veto the Republican bill if
they send it to him in its current form,
and the do-nothing 105th Congress is
running out of time.

Let us send the President a bill he
will sign, one that is written for pa-
tients, not insurance companies. Sup-
port the Democrats’ Patients Bill of
Rights.

f

JUDGE STARR DOING A GOOD JOB
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, Judge
Starr was appointed by a 3-judge panel
to investigate allegations of criminal
conduct by the White House. Mr.
Speaker, he has compiled a remarkable
record.

Although we would never know it if
we were watching TV today, Judge
Starr has been perhaps the most single
independent successful counsel in his-
tory. Fifteen guilty pleas or convic-
tions thus far. Fifteen. And yet, the un-
truth gets repeated over and over again
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that Judge Starr has ‘‘nothing to
show’’ for his investigations.

David Hale, Charles Matthews, Eu-
gene Fitzhugh, Robert Palmer, Webster
Hubbell, Neal Ainley, Christopher
Wade, William J. Marks, Sr., Jim Guy
Tucker, John Haley, Stephen SMITH,
and Larry Kuca, these 12 have all
pleaded guilty to felonies as a result of
Judge Starr’s investigations.

In addition to those guilty pleas,
Governor Jim Guy Tucker, James
McDougal, and Susan McDougal have
been convicted by a jury of their peers
for other crimes they have committed.

Twelve guilty pleas and 3 convic-
tions. Nothing to show? Let the Amer-
ican people decide if these allegations
are true.

f

SEVEN PERCENT OF SCIENTISTS
BELIEVE IN GOD

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, a new
report says only 7 percent of scientists
believe in God. That is right. And the
reason they gave was that the sci-
entists are ‘‘super smart.’’ Unbeliev-
able. Most of these absent-minded pro-
fessors cannot find the toilet.

Mr. Speaker, I have one question for
these wise guys to constipate over:
How can some thing come from no
thing?

And while they digest that, Mr.
Speaker, let us tell it like it is. Put
these super-cerebral master debaters in
some foxhole with bombs bursting all
around them, and I guarantee they will
not be praying to Frankenstein.

Beam me up here. My colleagues, all
the education in the world is worthless
without God and a little bit of common
sense. And I yield back whatever we
have left.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 5 of rule
I, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
the nays are ordered or on which the
vote is objected to under Clause 4 of
rule XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate is concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules but
not before 5 p.m. today.

f

VETERANS BENEFITS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1998

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4110) to provide a cost-of-living
adjustment in rates of compensation
paid to veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities, to make various
improvements in education, housing,

and cemetery programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for our
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4110

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of
1998’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States

Code.
TITLE I—COMPENSATION COST-OF-

LIVING ADJUSTMENT
Sec. 101. Increase in rates of disability com-

pensation and dependency and
indemnity compensation.

TITLE II—EDUCATION BENEFITS
Sec. 201. Calculation of reporting fee based

on total veteran enrollment
during a calendar year.

Sec. 202. Election of advance payment of
work-study allowance.

Sec. 203. Alternative to twelve semester
hour equivalency requirement.

Sec. 204. Medical evidence for flight training
requirements.

Sec. 205. Waiver of wage increase and mini-
mum payment rate require-
ments for government job
training program approval.

Sec. 206. Expansion of education outreach
services.

Sec. 207. Information on minimum require-
ments for education benefits for
members of the Armed Forces
discharged early from duty for
the convenience of the Govern-
ment.

TITLE III—COURT OF VETERANS
APPEALS

Subtitle A—Administrative Provisions
Relating to the Court

Sec. 301. Continuation in office of judges
pending confirmation for sec-
ond term.

Sec. 302. Authority to prescribe rules and
regulations.

Subtitle B—Retirement-Related Provisions
Sec. 311. Recall of retired judges.
Sec. 312. Calculation of years of service as a

judge.
Sec. 313. Judges’ retired pay.
Sec. 314. Exemption of retirement fund from

sequestration orders.
Sec. 315. Limitation on activities of retired

judges.
Sec. 316. Early retirement authority for cur-

rent judges in order to provide
for staggered terms of judges.

Sec. 317. Adjustments for survivor annuities.
Sec. 318. Reports on retirement program

modifications.
Subtitle C—Renaming of Court

Sec. 321. Renaming of the Court of Veterans
Appeals.

Sec. 322. Conforming amendments.
Sec. 323. Effective Date.

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS
Sec. 401. Applicability of procurement law

to certain contracts of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 402. Permanent eligibility of members
of Selected Reserve for veterans
housing loans.

Sec. 403. Furnishing of burial flags for de-
ceased members and former
members of the Selected Re-
serve.

Sec. 404. State cemetery grants program.
Sec. 405. Disabled Veterans Outreach Pro-

gram specialists.
Sec. 406. Permanent authority to use for op-

erating expenses of Department
of Veterans Affairs medical fa-
cilities amounts available by
reason of the limitation on pen-
sion for veterans receiving
nursing home care.

Sec. 407. Members of the Board of Veterans’
Appeals.

Sec. 408. National Service Life Insurance
program.

Sec. 409. Technical amendments.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.
Except as otherwise expressly provided,

whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of title 38,
United States Code.
TITLE I—COMPENSATION COST-OF-LIVING

ADJUSTMENT
SEC. 101. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY

COMPENSATION AND DEPENDENCY
AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, effective on December
1, 1998, increase the dollar amounts in effect
for the payment of disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion by the Secretary, as specified in sub-
section (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:

(1) COMPENSATION.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1114 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts in effect
under sections 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar
amount in effect under section 1162 of such
title.

(4) NEW DIC RATES.—The dollar amounts in
effect under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
1311(a) of such title.

(5) OLD DIC RATES.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1311(a)(3) of
such title.

(6) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR DISABILITY.—The
dollar amounts in effect under sections
1311(c) and 1311(d) of such title.

(7) DIC FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—The dol-
lar amounts in effect under sections 1313(a)
and 1314 of such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—(1) The
increase under subsection (a) shall be made
in the dollar amounts specified in subsection
(b) as in effect on November 30, 1998.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
each such amount shall be increased by the
same percentage as the percentage by which
benefit amounts payable under title II of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are
increased effective December 1, 1998, as a re-
sult of a determination under section 215(i)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(3) Each dollar amount increased pursuant
to paragraph (2) shall, if not a whole dollar
amount, be rounded down to the next lower
whole dollar amount.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may ad-
just administratively, consistent with the
increases made under subsection (a), the
rates of disability compensation payable to
persons within the purview of section 10 of
Public Law 85–857 (72 Stat. 1263) who are not
in receipt of compensation payable pursuant
to chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.

(e) PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.—At
the same time as the matters specified in
section 215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T10:37:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




